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SPIRIT OF THE ANNUALS FOR 1840. 
Reath’s Book of Beauty. Che Reepsake, 


‘ ‘Hy- [Lapy Emmeline Stuart Wortley has enriched 
Tee eaten hand oat Cer chit, this Annual with twospecially interesting letters 
portrait of Countess Za’ from the illustrious Lady Rachel Russell : they 
ae seem trifling, but their great value isin throw- 
e ing a light over the domestic manners of times 
‘Adiciou poeti ings. We can only long since fled.] 
the following effusion by Sir E. L. “4th june, 1700. 
Biver.] “T’me glad you have got ye picture for tho’ 
I believe it may not be valuable from ye good- 
nesse of y* work, yet I doubt not but you prize 
it, as being y' Grandmother, I spose you want 
no more tea, but if you do I can supply, for I 
bought one pound of the Citty tea, ye better 
sort, and being one day at Lady Sunderlands 

ught and sayi 


The Wife to the Wooer. 


~ Well, then, since scorn has failed to cure 
The love you press so blindly, 
~~ For once your reasons I'll endure, 
And answer fullies kindly : 
T'll grant that you, more fair and gay 
Than Luke to some may be; 
But light itself, when he's away, 
Is never gay to me! 
Then go—then go; for whether or no 
He's fair, he's so to me! 


we drank tea was I tho 

see she commended it highl¥, and then 
asked her where she had, she said of Mr. 
Segworth t’was the best Keper in towne and 
she believed she could help me to a pound, 
but I took no notice of her saying soe, but 
however the day. after her P was gone, 
hur servant brought me a pound, I asked what 
it cost he said 30 shil: so I found t’was not a 
present, I keep it close and t’other also, and 
if want not perhaps they shal be unopened, or 
at least halfe pound pots, when you come up, 
I know not a silable of newes ; our vacant 


Bat ah! eo sweet a trust to truth, 
That confidence of care ! 

More joy oue grief of his to soothe 
Than all yuur bliss to share. 

Then go—then go; for whether or no 

He guieve, "tis bliss to share | 
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You say that he can meet or leave 
Unmoted—content without me; 
Nor recks what sunres neglect may weave— 
Too heedless ev’n to doubt me. 
Ah! jealous cares are poor respect ! 
He knows my heart, my guide; 
Aud what you deem is to neglect, 
I feel is to confide | 
Then yo—then go; for whether or no, 
Pll thiak he doves confide. 


_ And Luke, you say, can sternly look, 
And sometimes speak severely ; 
Your eyes, your vow, could ue'er rebuke— 
Your whispers breathe austerely. 
How know you of the coming cares 
His anxious eyes foresee ? 
Perhaps the shade his temper wears 
Is thought for mine and me! 
go—thev go; for whether or no, 
His frown has smiles for me. 


. But Luke, you hint, to others gives 
' “The love that he denies me ; 
~ And hard, you say, in youth to live, 
Without one heart to prize me! 
Well, if the parent rose be shed, 
The buds are on the stem ; 
My babes! his love can ne’er be dead 


places y: wil be, we do not hear who shal fil 
them ; and one more is like to fal, 

is very ill spitting blood, it seems an old com- 
plaint but very bad now. Soe is as I beleve 
ratcliffe thinks Lady Alington she was to 

to y« bath in al hast, but in a few days fe 
changed his mind, says she is to weak and 
now must drink brisow waters here, and 
change the aire, he thinks hur lungs touched, 
she continues low and faint, my brother james 
is not wel, a terrible cough realy like a chin 
cough, and is mighty stufed too so y: later in 
ye night he was forced to let blood, and con- 
tinues feavourish, he had a blister laid on— 
T have not heard to day how he is but shal 
before I seal. Lord bedforde holds up wel, 
Tomorrow is y* instalment at winsor, I con. 
clude, tho’ ther has bin a report because ye 
Lord albemarles mother is dead the seremony 
should be put off but I guesse a little malice 
in yt lord devon, lord rochester and lord Dor- 
set are y°® assistant lords, ye has ye 
duchesse of norfolks jewels—they talke she is 


near a marriage, but nobody names who, nor 
wife for ye lord at present ; we linger in our 
remove for Straton, no day yet set, y" sister 
has not got off hur cold yet at ye chimney 
fireing,. but I hope to send you word she is 


z a eedinee cached 1? N 
ar Then go—then go !|—His rival 0} 
mo His rival lives ia them, : 
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prity wel today. at present my servises con- 
clude from yr affect. mother, 
“Yr sister is finely wel. R. Russet.” 


“ From the Same to the Same. 


*T have bin under great anxietie til ye post 
came amg for tho’ Belvoir is so strong 
a building and I feared accidents ther as 
little as any where, yet. so many dismal ons 
have fallen upon so many y' wod justifie a 
mighty apprehension. I: blesse God we are 
al wel, but the chimney were my son and his 
wife lay fel, and ye bricks and soot coming 
downe y: chimney made them rise at six a 
clock and come in my drawingroome ; ye wal 
of ye garden fel next ye field and al ye trees 
bent one side to ye very ground. But at 
Straton my losse is worse in al by 
farmes torn to pieces, corne and hay reed 
seen ing on ye trees, and amongs y” trees 
neer the house the fir grove, as ri wri 


intirely broke and tore up 
Spenser tomorrow to sie if tis in nature possi- 
le to up but a row round ye ground. 
ham isal desolation. devon-house scapet 
better than any house I heare of. Many 
killed in country as wel as in towne. Lady 
penelope wicklesse killed in her bed at ther 
country 


ne ol pa f 
ri 
mienhiofs ey ye preservations ; sea matter® 


too ungertaine, so e beaumont lost, 
and wonderfully lamented, and 5 ships upon 
x penta pe newes yet y's to be relyed on of 
ir Shovel ; I’m sorry y« lord lost his match, 
but realy the ity takes up al my 
thoughts. time to dine, sa must end ys 
from yr affect. mother, “R. Russet. 
“ Tuesday 30 November.” 


He: rests s toe 


betweene his legs, and 


{Lady E. S. Wortley’s account of a banquet 
given to her by the Khosrew Pasha, at his 
palace on the banks of the Bosphorus, is full 
of interest; and from which we make the fol- 
lowing extracte:— 


“ As soon as the doors. were ed, I was 
met by the Seraskier’s wife, who advanced 
with much and y to me, ac- 
companied the Greek lady I mentioned 
before: the Seraskier’s wife welcomed me in 
the kindest and most courteous manner imagi- 
nable. She was no longer young, but pos- 
sessed the remains of very great and resplen- 
dent beauty; her features were exquisitely 
modelled; her complexion and skin still very 
fine; her eyes of eastern depth, and 
softness, and her hair silky and glossy, and 
of a beautiful auburn hue. Her picturesque 
and superb costume it would be difficult to 
describe, and, to the uninitiated in the eompli- 
cated details of a Turkish lady’s toilette, such 
description would only t a series of con- 
fused names, and afford no correct or distinct 
idea. ‘Iwill therefore avoid dilating upon all 


t ’tis innumerable ye fo parkling 
¥ Lap ae gold and silver, or wrought silk of vivid aie, 
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house, and he in ye sam bed saved, a sweepi 


various dyes; but have I not vowed nat toh 
verbose on the subject of dresses and drape 
rm es and satins, gold and gearf” 


ep amigas ners made mud La 


of their visitur. e went to take lean 

of them after the feast, the Seraskier’s 
offered ag pong ater lh the young how 

a maiden of great lov: as a present fri 
her husband! and yet more, in the fulness di, 
great intimacy, subjected Lady E. S. Wortley, 
to “such a tremendous dose of tickling,” thal: 


the latter had like to have gone into conv-ii. 


sions. We must have a snatch at the banquil 

which prefaced these courtesies:— r 
“ The interior of the room made mo thii, 

of Aladdin’s palace; but my eyes and my im. 

gination were completely dazzled, and ‘ 

gorgeous vision seemed to overtax the se - 

and to assume the vague features of a dream.” 

I was recalled, however, from my aérial p 

tasies to y realities and sober tt 

the Seraskier aski 

for a dinner in the Turkish or in the Ch 

fashion. The Prussian Baron, who hap 

to be standing by me, whispered, ‘ Choose’ 

Turkish, prey!’ and I directly did so. 1 

Pacha looked much pleased, and direc! 

to take our geats ata spe 

beautifully embroidered napkins, 

soup; beau er 

with id, were laid in readi 

ofeach guest, but neither p! 

forks, were to be. seen; 

were in profusion. As soon as we were 


ww 


reason, byii) 
me whether I would preg 7 


the mit. 
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hag 
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ground tlie table, servants came, and brought 
g most splendid cloth of tissue of gold and 
, Of very large size, wrought all over 
@ith coloured flowers and devices; this they 
geranged so as to go completely round the ta- 
ile, 00 us all from the waist to the 
ed napkins round our shoulders and 
b We must have presented a rather 
agular appearance, clothed, as we were, in 
fis sumptuous array!—Esach person then 
med himself with a spoon of somewhat formi- 
| Mable dimensions; and, I confess, I began to re- 
i @ emt the rash precipitation and presumption of 
‘i @ choice—my fool-hardy intrepidity—and to 
smble for what was to follow; a consciousness 
al awkwardness rushed upon me! How 
ms I to convey the liquid from the vessel in 
th it was deposited to its destination with- 
oat some drops over the beauteous 
@toud which enveloped me! for I felt m 
@practised hand would falter in the act ! 
fms the person, too, who was expected and 
piled upon to begin. The Seraskier looked 
- muilinaiy, at my embarrassment—there 
$e & pause—an awful one ;—now for the 
ang he onset! At this moment, our 
ad host relieved me from my un- 
me to la — 


table, and invited us Ll ned 
of a Frank dinner, instead of a i 
(which former appeared to have been 
od by magic,) saying with a laugh, that 
yed at eating a Mahometan 
ould now in reality assist in demolishi 
rw 
iiness di the way to a table in the 
Wort the saloon ; we all followed his example, 
& ws im loth, and found this table in every 
oe BMaY Arranged according to the most approved 
pam Emons of civilized European life: knives, 
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les this, they fastened the em- ; 


demned for that fact, whereon his 
were not removed. When a 


sovereign gives the knights-com 

vious notice ; and then co: 

attend such of them as are appointed to go to 
the convict knight,‘who, in a solemn manner, 
first takes from him the George and 


arms, 
standing about him, the black rod 
First Garter reads aloud the 


poaeeee 


i 


74 
ils 


irks, spoons, plates, &c., in rich abundance. i 


thing was in perfection of taste, and in 
splendour.” 





Che Picturesque 


jems year is devoted to Windsor Castle, and 
enchanting environs. In giving some inter- 
ing partic from Froissart and Ashmole, 
ive to the noble Order of the Garter, treate 
}reader with the ceremonies observed on the 
—y of the knights of this truly illustri- 


“The ensigns of the order are not to be 


d, y 
fourth point, where a knight has 
his estate, as to be incapable of 


The follo i 
BS the Countess of Salisbinyran’ ed mt mere 
interesting :-—] 
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the castle against the Scots, King Edward ar- 
Fived in the neighbourhood. The besiegers 
withdrew, in turn; and the countess was ho- 
noured by a visit from the victorious monarch. 
ln Froi ”s words, “every one was delighted 
with her: the king could not take his eyes off 
her, as he thought he had never before seen s0 
iful or spri a lady; so that a spark 
upon his » which lasted 

believe that the 


rer ; 
uF 


: 


F 
F5 i 
ith 
fie 
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FEREE 


preserve you, drive from 
such vi thoughts, for I 
and always shall be, ready to serve you, 
y with my own honour, and with 


” 
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Che SGriental Annual. 
[We turn with undiminished pleasure to the 
splendid Oriental Annual, and cannot refrain 
extracting two pure oriental tales.] 
Akbur Shah the Second, died in 


lations, 
new em 


only interesting matter attached to his 

is of a very sad nature, and a stain 

long list of imperial titles. It is th 
ly a few years since, among 


y ants of his consort, was a lo 
9 en 


about sixteen years of age 

excited a strong passion in the heart 
prince. Being a virtuous girl, she turned s 
deaf ear to his entreaties, and rejected all his 


daily punishment, and her delicate perso 
subjected to the most cruel stripes and priva- 
tion. She bore her sufferings with 


2 
half-past ten o'clock,” 
given by the Durpun, a 
she covered her face with her chuddur, 
her razai about her, she threw her- 


one piercing shriek, and expired.” 

General and particular accounts both of 
ancient and modern Delhi, are to be found is 
about nine out of every ten Oriental works, 
whether of history or of personal narrative; 
I shall, therefore, confine my local descriptions 
seasae’ a which bm sae immediate 
subjects of the accompanying 5 
city only, but the whole cou round 
it, would a to be an inexhaustible mine 
of antiquarian treasure; and whether the 
traveller visits it for the first or for the 
ninth time, he may find a thousand nov 
to delight him, and entice him to » 
sojourn ; if only his love of the truly sublime 
and beautiful be superior to the extremes 
heat, dust, noise, insects, and evil odours 
Elves and demons may alike find — haunts 
in Delhi. Among its scattered piles of arched 

mh 


palaces, its pillared a out-to 
tapering minarets and sh 
heaps of blackened sontha, he peteieaie to 





‘ THE MIRROR. 


vaults, a ag —_ and 
m ve eir 
pat proper 


» the 
frain 1 ii fairy region the spirit of prophecy, contin 

, Of come pocdishern Bs, of the element, the designs and manauvres of yen Shah 
ober, 4 That in the colours of the rainbow live, i : . 
age; And play i’ th’ plighted clouds ; 
amed passing shadow has 
door rewarded Nazur-ud-Deen, by i 
royal ian A ae SP bien Evo Cheasund suatiae of silver for Kis ew 
wo ¥: And shvot a chillness to my trembling heart. t, thousand to be eae 
Othe [© Many of the most beautiful specimens of obtained aps 
hw & are now dissolving i 

ward, on horseback, and 

ta arrived about noon-day at py “a a 
age, . “It happened that here one Moolluk, 
fects an officer of high rank in the army of Akmud 


Shah Wulli Bahmuni, and several of his 
rades, were seated under the shade 


rig 


are hurrying 
tiene by stone, wall by wall, into the ravines 





Id = 
tend . The style of its architecture is pecu- 
oni to the time of Jehanghir, but its history 
a. to be doubtful ; for some among the 
of the jion-venders at Delhi represent it as at the loose style of their con 
ned 8 iving been the entrance to the empress Neur upon the ground as he rode b 


all his ers affirm Moolluk, offended at this insult, 
thet i to the traveller to dismount i i 
-‘Dowla, the of that illustrious - with lowly reverence atone 
Whether it be one or the other, it is ly 
@ object of interest to the natives, who 
a to have as much reverence for the name 
@the father, because he was the father of the 
‘Meowned Neur Jehan, as they have for the 
4a of the daughter h . The histo- 
‘tes of these celebrated persons are rendered 
Sete ca 
4 intrepid and persecu 
who, after having evaded 
jealousy of J i 
it exploits, was at last treacherously 
ered by a band of conspirators, acting i 
Mader the orders of that monarch. Their 
histories form one of the most romantic cers pre 
in the aunals of the Mogul em 
: . The historian, Tarihk Kahfi » recollec: 
| tas related it with but little of those extrava- 


a absresdieaeiil 


ape 

4 
i 
ut 





ptions redundancies which Oriental writers of 
—_ ages have esteemed as beauties. 
ot Fé 
= +. The Sanctity of a Moslem Priest, 
) ie 

the @ A truly devout follower of the Prophet terrible 
rf t allude, without an awe-i thrill ; podrnc him ee 
= 4 Mdeit the Prophet is represented as having and he lay we 
racted er ce Gee vengnae® = m oe eee if hi heute teat bees 
blime 6 facts, as ga m Ferishta, : . > 
ve a converted into dagger-hilts, and his skin inte 
oo] ere eee 

me army of Ahmu a u mu © This was the bir 

wrehed of Bidur, had been engaged from the Kurd ai, cotunael by oceoee ai aud 
| with n of day until nightfall, in uninterrupted ped lace of Ney avout sauctity im Mesopotaml 
#) 8 Beadict with the doubly-numerous forces of fring & C pony. ES 
owert, d Shah Guzoratti, king of Gazerat, the was killed, aud where he lies iuterved. 


XUM 
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, ing engraving of 
of Ge sping coursing of 


ion 
t a.D. 1460, and the building 
to form part of a ificent 


EH 


HAH 
rif 


range ngs 
as if it had only just been completed ; 
svasa emer eae 
i ied to the purposes for whi 
wore designed by their’ founder. This 
y historian, in enlarging upon the munifi- 
conce of Mahmood Gawan, affirms that that 
hero was not only i 


FLEE 


ing and science, In mathematics and engi- 
neering he is said to haye had no equst in his 
day ; and he also evinced t taste in-his 
literary 


grea 
tions, a few of which are still 
perfect 


a noble of tried fidelity and great 
indignantly rejected all the efforts of the 


dant, 
death to subjection—the magazine within th 
Madressa blew up, at a moment when th 


roof was covered with the garrison, who had | 
after 2ssembled upon it for the 


of selli 
cates a 
needless to persons thereon 

rished : among them were. the. governor a4 


: his three sons. 


> 

which historians have, part, 
tediously explicit. Of the fact, however, there 
is no question; indeed, evident traces of the 
shock are to be observed even to this day, sud 
all relations agree in mentioning that 80 fear. 
ful was the explosion, that the massive vaulted 
roof was carried high in the air, and fell ing 
shower of stones upon the city ; moreover, thé 
minaret, near which was stowed the grea 
bulk of the powder, .was seen to reel to and 
fro, till losing its equilibrium, it fell 

the ruined base of a neighbouring and 
the beautiful shaft was shivered in twain about 


and ‘forty feet from itsfoundation. The lower part 


still stands in an inclined position. The other 
minaret remains entire, and presents a goodly 
specimen of what these magnificent erections 
once were. It is upwards of a hundred snd 


feet in height, and elaborately decorated 
wi inlaid so as to form various ele 
in which, sentences of the Kho 


ran are inscribed in large white ¢ 
pe feet in height, upon an canieiiied onal 


y and go 

The noble founder of this magnificent col- 
lege had collected, during his adventurous 
and succeséful life, one of the most. extensive 
libraries. mentioned in the history of Hindos 
tan. He bequeathed it to the Madrosss for 
the use of the students, together with a 
number of his own manuscripts and 
but it does not appear that there is any rem- 
—— left, Ne ype. ara 
0 dispersed before Aurungzebe’s time, 
or destreyed in “ A ’s_ explosion,” 
remains for the investigation of such as may 
be anxious to ascertain. Mahmood Gawan 


! — to haye delighted more in the posses- 


© Fire-balls, used in the Aookha to keep the 
obaceo burning. 


beoks, his elephants, and horses, than 
in all the vast magnificence and wealth which 
his royal master had so profusely lavished 


upon him, 
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a of Prince which Mr. Schloss 
Liberty dio Witte ttaotoie 
likeness of the intended consort of our youth- 
ful Queen. 
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‘by the gifted: Rainer; its 
3 it 
t ‘2 Portrait of Bon Quinstte'fioe 
one & painting by C. RB. Leslie, R. A.} 
etkereraes: THE FRENCH IN LA MANCHA. 
The little gem, while thine, It is said that throughout the whole - 
The tat tckewin poseballs Bra te in the sands 
With grief to dim ite light. distriet-of La the adventures of Don 
Quixotte are familiar even to the 
py tm Bryn J oe ie isoeaien * Rec was by 
Oh, e Spaniards most ferocious : 
Should tell of geet ee great!” and thelr red cockadé of Ferdinand the 
There are also fisasing lines to Madame 
Persiani, Mrs. S. C. her Grace of Suth- 


erland, and Sir M. A. Shee. We quote the 
twe following :— 


Thomas Moore, Esq. 
Oh, Erin! my Mother !—unrivall’d in song. 


Thine, thine are the melodies cherished so long, 
Qace heard, ne’er forgotten—to pravthtd soul fing. 


glerifieliive 


© 


i 


Fi 


eid 


spell o’er the 


So deep—without words we in 
a cscher ion, Ge omnes note ing. 


3 but words are not given 
sent us from Heaven! 


Pei 


—e hath caught a fresh charm from thy 
yre 


, When Castile, o'er thy ravag'd land, 
W. 0. M Eeq. Napoleou's leplons forced thets wey, 
nets ae Ana Bpscierts Ooove with haan call hand, 
* Reetek tee a eimeraes A the bold invaders’ sway. 
Bearing noblest : 
With — depth of feeling, Too well their badge of crimson 
Mutete tone Bs tevealing, ing. Redeemed its d 
Moulding in the mimic scene “ War to the knife!” their . 
The forms of deeds that ouce have been. War to the knife their captives’ fate. 
fw this for h yride, Yet once the storm that raved so loud, 
Bat pecder vetoes haat thon beside :° Pec lall'd—and o ateaterg oS ae 
And glitter'd on Tobosu’s fanes. 
her rainbow arch, 
Gerce invaders’ view ; 
Exclusive of all these attractions, this fairy An ol Pant ane tar Gee 
ealendar contains a complete Almanack ; lists z 
of the Royal Family, and of the Sovereigns ee Gan ae cates lees 
of Europe; the Queen’s ministers, and Ladies And loudly from the ratig, 
of her Court. And,what will. be also prized, ‘The merriest notes of dance and:song, . 


fistlie i 


LE 
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ts ing fast, 
rage pain ;— 
smiles and glauces om tog 
France and eyes of Spain. 
From lattice and from balcony, 
Toboso’s damsels v'ew'd the foe; 


And oft were greeted gallantly, 
With swords and pr ores wovhig low. 


The vet’ran with the conscript join'd, 
In sportive glee as each essayd ; 
Amii the gazing crowd to find, 
The wandering kuight’s enchauted maid. 


*Twas then that knight of woful look, 
Achiev'd a feat of true renown ; 

For Freuchmen knew the Spaniard’s book, 
And te saved Dulcinea’s town. 


And aueweri: 
From lips 


O! then, beneath the western star, 
' In twilight sky that brightly sets, 
How gallantly went the light guitar, 
How ly went the castieuts. 





The Companion to the Almanac. 


fiae selection of truly important information 
r which the above Annual has been long prized 
and celebrated, loses none of its interest in the 
volume for this year; but, on the con- 
, enhances the value of this truly desirable 
compendium: it has a rich paper, entitled:—] 
Historical Notes on Almanacs. 
The almanac of our ancestors. was com- 
pletely sui generis; it was not sufficient for 
one to know the seasons, weathers, and pre- 


dilections of man and beast, but dive he must 
into the coming political events, and discover 


ry 


“H may p 
Te ka of roadie aud of crowns.” 


It was necessary that the whole chain of events 
should be laid before him as far as the com- 
bined ne of prophecy could accomplish 
the wo Since, therefore, modern prophecy 
is so closely connected with the et cetera of 
almanacs, it may not be irrelevant if we ven- 
ture to ~~ a few see ip ter this cu- 
rious and in’ ing branch of inquiry, before 
we enter into the heart of our intended dis- 
quisition. 

ipl eer — of a 
was y t the agency of conjured 
spirits. The following is translated from the 
lavicula Sol is, of which there is a ma- 
nuscript in the Slonian collection in the Bri- 
tish Museum. ' 

“ The first spirit is Bael, ruling in the East 
over sixty-six legions of angels; his principal 
power.is to make mortals invisible. The /a- 
men, known, is a sufficient preservative 
against his influence. The Solomonic spirits 
are seventy-two in number. The chief ki 
may be bound between 9 and 12 o’clock in 
the morning, and from 3 o’clock till sunset; 

from 3 o’clock till nine in the 
evening, and from 9 o’clock at night to sunrise; 
dukes rise till noon, in fine weather 
only; prelates any hour of the day; and 








ights from the dawn of day till sunrise, and 
from 4 o’clock P. M. till sunset.” 


This is circumstantial enough. We take an 
example, in pure jargon, from another MS. in 
the British Museum:*— 

“ O you t, mighty and powerful King 
imekone, Se damn male by age of the 
supreme Gop Exover, all spirits, both supe- 
rior and inferior, of the infernal order, in the 
dominion of the east, I invocate and command 
you, by the especial and true name of God, 
and by God that you worship, and by the seal 
of your creation, and by the most ty and 
powerful name of Gop JEnovaH TerraGRaM- 
MATON, who cast you out of heaven, with all 
other infernal spirits,and by all the most power- 
ful and great names of Gop, who created hea- 
ven and earth and hell, and all things con- 
tained in them, and by their powers and vir- 
tues, and by the name Primeumaton, who 
commandeth the whole host of heaven, that 
you cause, inforce and compel the spirit N. to 
come unto me here before this circle, in a fair 
and comely shape, without doing any harm 
unto me, or any other creature, to answer 
truly and faithfully to all my requests, that I 
may accomplish my will and desires in knowing 
or obtaining any matter or thing which by office 
you know is proper for him to perform, or ac- 
complish through the power of Gop ELover, 
who createth and both celestial, 
aérial, terrestrial and infernal!” ; 

The oh gevwes of Ambrose Merlin were 
those which obtained the greatest celebrity in 
the middle ages, and were interpreted by dif- 
ferent writers with various degrees of inge- 
nuity, but with equal satisfaction and 
ment. The following prophecies cannot, how- 
ever, but regarded as most remarkable 
coinci 
“ But a young Lion he at length shall tame, 

And send ber empty bick trum whence she came ; 

Much trouble{shall be made abvut the crowu, 

And kiags soun raised, and as soun put down :” 


which is said to refer to the contest of the 
rival roses at the commencement of the fifteenth 
century. The next one is a most singular 
account of the murder of the princes by 
Richard:— . 


“ From the Herculean lion lately sphered, 
And in his orb to Jove himself eudvared, 
Shall shine two stars, without ecli:se or cloud, 
But they, as to some secred off-ring vowed, 
Shall perish on the altar, ere they grow 
To that full splendour, which the world they owe. 
A huuch-back’d monster, who witl teeth is born, 
The mockery of art, and uature’s scorn ; 
Who from the womb prepusterously is hurl’d, 
Aud, with feet forw: thrust into the world, 
oa from the aon earth ye foarte 

every step he mouuts here «i blood, 

He shall to the height of all his hopes aspire, 
And cloth'd im state his ugly shape admire : 
But when he thinks himself mos: safe to s 
From tp san # native whelp shali land, 
Who shall 1 « divided blood uuite, 
By joining of the Red Lion with the White.” 


© MS. Sloan, 2731, p. 21. 
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But this is not much more remarkable than 
the following from the prophecies of Michael 
Nostradamus:—* 


“The blood of the innocent shall cause want and 
misery at London, 
Burnt down t> the ground in the year which is sixth 


after sixty ; 
Such a fall will the uld matron have from her high 


seat ; 
Then shail a great many of one and the same sect be 
killed." 


Or than the following, which also relates to 
the great fire of London, and which was writ- 
ten in 1652:— 

Shall Loudon after this be burnt, Sir? Where 

Will the fire fist b-yin? At. Westminster, 

Or at Pye Corner. Sir, amoung the Coukes ? 

If starres can’t tell you, pray what say your 

bookes ?°*+ 


As, however, Westminster and Pie-Corner 
were the two extremities of the metropolis, 
this is not so marvellous. 

We cannot well vouch for the authenticity 
of the following prophecy, which is stated in a 
recent newspaper to have been discovered in 
the convenient resting-place of an old alma- 
nac:— 

“ By the power to see through the ways of heaven, 
Gecenn 2 My sade wit ae ze a 

And on Englaeds yt A shall not oie Le King.” 

The following are amongst some of the most 
curious early printed almanacs we possess. 

1. Pronost on of Mayster John Thy- 
bault, Modyeyner and Astronomer of the Em- 

ll Majestie, of the year of our Lorde God, 
CCCXXXIIJ., comprehending the iiij. 
partes of this yere and of the influence of the 
mone, of peas and warre, and of the sykenesses 
of this yere, with the constellacions of them 
that be under the vij planettes, and the revo- 
lucions of kynges and princes, and of the 
eclipses and comets. 4to. bai 

2. An Almimacke and prodigious premon- 
stration, made for the yeare of grace, 1566. 
By Michael Nostrodamus. 12mo. H. Denham. 

3. A Prognostication made for the yero of 
our Lorde God, 1579; wherein the chaunge of 
the weather is briefely set foorth, and the 

of certayne notable starres, &c., re- 
fe to the meridian of the citie of Chester. 
By Alexander Mounslowe. 12mo. Richarde 
Watkins. 

4. The Kalender of Shepardes, fol. Richard 
Pynson. 


The following hints to husbandmen are 
sensible:— 
« Peers, go thou to plough, and take with the thy wife 

Delve wid diawe Nee barly, whete, and rye ; 

Of one make ten—this is a parfyte lyfe, 

As anyth Aristotyle, in his philosuphy ; 

Thou nrede wat studye to a astrology, 

For if the wether be not to thy plesaunce, 

Thank ever God, of his devyne ordeuaunce.” p. 502. 


There are several editions of this curious 
book, which is a well-known translation from 


© Edit. 1715, p. 49. See also MS. Land. Bodl P- 96. 
+ Wright and Halliwell, Reliquie Antique, p. 70. 





the French; see Dibden’s Typographical An- 
tiquities, ii. 526. : 

5. A Prognostication everlasting of right 
good effect. By Leonard Digges. 4to. 

The editions of this book are very numerous, 
and are scarcely worth particularizing. 

The following extract is given as explana- 
tory of their methods of judging the weather:— 

“ Now ensue extraordinary tokens for the 
k 1, dg of t he th 3 

““ Some have observed evil weather to follow, 
when water fowls leave the sea, desiring land; 
when the fowls of the land fly high; the cry- 
ing of fowls about waters, and making great 
noises with their wings; also the seas swelli 
with unusual waves. If beasts eat ily, if 
oy lick their hoofs, if they suddenly move to 
and fro making a noise, b: ing up to the 
air with open nostrils, rain will follow. And 
the busy heaving of moles, the appearance of 
worms, hens resorting to the roost covered 
with dust, declare rain. The ample bie ie 
of the spinner in the air, the ant busied wi 
her eggs, the bees in fair weather not farre 
wandering, the continual prating of the crow, 
show tempest. When the crow or raven 
against the sun in summer, heat follo L 
If they busy themselves in washing, look for 
rain.” 


* * * * * * * 
Po same may be said of the fortunes of 
ys:— ; 

“ Those observers of time are to be laught 
at that will not go out of their house before 
they have had counsell of their Almanack, and 
will rather have the house fall on their heads 
than stir if they note some natural effect about 
the motion of the air, which they suppose will 
vary the lucky blasts of the stars, that will not 
marry, or traffic, or do the like, but under 
some constellation. These, sure, are no Chris- 
tians: because faithfull men ought not to doubt 
that the Divine Providence from any part of 
the world, or from any time whatsoever, is 
absent. Therefore we should not impute any 
secular business to the power of the stars, but 
to know that all things are di by the 
arbiterment of the ing of Kings The 
Christian faith is violated, when, so like a 
Pagan and apostate, any man doth observe 
those days which are val or pg or the 
calends of January, or any month, or days, or 
time, or year, either to travel, marry, or do 
any thing in.”* 

T. Raynald printed the ication of 
Jaspar Laet, “ Doctor in Medycyne,” for the 
year 1524: in this we have specimens of wea- 
ther predictions:— 

“ The disposition of the summer. 

“ The summer of this year shall be dark at 
first, and sometimes fair weather; with much 
rain, tempest, thunder, and hail; the mists 


© Melton's Astrologaster, p. 56; Brand's Popular 
Antiquities, edited by Sir Heary Ellis, i. 463., 
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‘that will certainly fall will be ’ dangerous 
for man’s body. Moreover, ite tahapy fr 
shall be marvelous 


man may take heed. 
this year, the which shall 


“ The disposition of the harvest. 


és toe this year shall be 
beginning, and temperate, with aie 
and of wind, after that changing with 
pend an and much perilous for the lands 
and towns | near the sea-side, and espe- 
cially Holland and Zealand, 


“ January. 
“In January the fyrst quarter shal be upon 
the friday the third, sixth hour and fifty mi- 


nutes at after-noon; wind and frost. The fall- 
moon shall be upon the Saturday, the 11th 


cy vee shall reige reign 


ST. SOPHIA, CONSTANTINOPLE. 


po the = the interior of St. Sophia, (ob- 
traveller,) the eye is attracted 

by ie aah lendour of the a 
walls, pillars, arches, aisles, an 

obec came: amis of the most precious’ 


kinds of phyry and marble. 
rae 7 

with rich and Persian core. 

The cupola, which is one hundred and 

foet in diameter, is so shallow that the depth 

of the dome does not exceed nineteen ft 

The architectural boldness of this part of the 

building is great: some explanation of its 

success has been offered, in the nature of the 

bricks employed, which are said to be of 80 

light a cla lay, from Rhodes, that twalve of them 


no more than one of those in common 


day, at one of the clock, tho xxiij. minute © 


after noon; Mes snow, and after that dry 
weather. ‘The last quarter shall be upon the 
Friday the xvij. day, at three of the clock, the 
li. minute after nooa, with much moisture.” 


Of the nonsense with which almanacs of a 
somewhat later period were filled, we may in- 
stance the following couple of stanzas, 
one of the year 1739:— 

“ A lawyer once thought surely he should die, 

Aad order’d for-a will im: tely, 
Quote, My wealth, ew al br to leave 
1 aato Bedlam freely do bequeath,’ 
“ His frieuds, uneasy, iad deanna 
* Perluips,’ suid he, ‘ wer ee a aay 
Jeet it of mad men; the case is plain; 
Then tis but just | leave "t to them agnin.’' 

Or the following, in MS. Harl. ae otis 

we find the following singular address:— 


“To all that buy Almanacks. 


“ Gentlemen, A good new year to ye: and 
} believe you wish the like to us too, for that 
is but manners: But this is not all I have to 
say to ve. Do you think these sheets were 
printed for 1 No: the bookseller 
swears that, if he thought you would not have 
bought um, he would never have published 
um; and he swears further, that if you don’t 
buy um.now, he will never print um again, 
vere See 0 8 ae power either to vex 
farewell.” 

Thus were the. various tastes of almanac 
buyers attempted to.be satisfied. Ata later 
aoe ec too many and varied annuals 

to require twaddle in the almanac, a descrip- n 
tion of periodical which is daily becoming more 
prs nite usefal, and more ‘nited to the in- 

popular desire for useful knowledge. 
In the ¢ the Jat sort to the Almanac for 1829 
will be found a comparison between the as- 
trological almanacs of the seventeenth cen- 
tury and those of the present time: we bog 
leave to refer the reader to that article also 
for several. particalars: which t have been 


migh 
expected ta have found s place in thie brief th 


t is admitted by 
During the 


in letters ten yards lo: 
of the twenty-fourth the be Korn, 
In the space below there wt fa i 

a pastioets oe coment we = of among 
eastern nati galleries thero 
are sixty, pe Reger lt nthe fg the seven 
over the , make the eutire quantity, oné 
hundred and seven, which is another numeral, 
regarded by the Moslems in a mystical light. 
At the end of the upper Pay towards the 
west, is an enclosed of which. 


Do which you will, and so the under 


in the form of a chest, 


neal gg gre Petal Yona 
It being deemed 


ornamented 
the paing is 
should wate be 
the south-east, by 
the sou Cast, , 
— 8 -t the | 


pit ; on each side of 
mimber rests upon 
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but a great beauty is lost, as the mosaic is all 
destroyed, excepting a very little at the east- 
end; so that the top is whited over, but 
the sides are wainscoted with porphyry, verd- 
antique, and other rare orential marbles. It 
is hung with a great number of glass lamps, 
and the pavement is spread with the richest 
carpets, where the sophtis are always studying 
and ing the Koran ; and the doctors are 
preaching and explaining it in different parts of 
the mosque, to their separate auditorics. The 
top is covered with lead, and there is a gallery 
round on the outside of the cupola. i 
mosque makes a much meaner and heavier 
appearance on the outside, than the mosques 
that are built in imitation of it. On the south 
side of ~ the Grand Signior has erected a 
very but neat library ; there are 

round it, and two in the middle for the mauu- 
scripts. The windows open to a court, round 
which the mausoleums of sultans: are 
finely built of marble ; and in one of the win- 
dows of the library there is a safo for the 
Grand Signior, when he is pleased to come 
and hear the law read in this place. 

I know of no monument of. antiquity (re- 
marks Mr. Hobhouse,) that has excited so 
much curi » both among the learned and 
the unlearned, as St. Sophia. For its dimen- 
sions and in > it may be thought incom- 

ly more than any other relic of 
former ages ; but, in every other respect, it 
ine expectatoin. 

of a vast build- 


nearly conceal, and totally ruin any 

which might otherwise be luced by 

and dome. 
terior, 


and the dome, as well as the body of the 
building, is spoiled by a thousand little cords, 
of ths | laa ha ves ‘ae 
pavement, ving at the en 
them bie ved coloured glass, large ostrich- 
eggs, arti horse-tails, vases and globes of 
crystal, and other mean ornaments. The 
columns appear too large for the arches which 


Grelot knew not to what order they belonged, 
or by what name to describe their style, unless 
he called it a sort of Gothicised Greek. From 


8 change in the arrangement. of the sanctuary. 
the line of the nave does not, seem at right 
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angles with the large circular recess, called in 
former times Cyclion, in which the Christian 
altar was ; for the marble pulpit of the 
Imaum, with its attached flight of steps, pro- 
jects from the left side of it, and the mats, 
together with a descent of two steps, being so 
arranged as to give another direction tothe 
chord of the arc ; the whole of one wing, and 
the. grand diametar of the base, have an 
appearance of distortion. The alteration has 
been caused by the desire of the Mahometans 
to point the centre of the san directly 


ctuary 
This towards Mecca, which being formerly due 


east, is, by the above contrivance, drawn a 


little to the southward of that quarter. At 


-this new centre is a niche, with a large chan- 


delier on each side, called the Mirabe, or 
enc Nh pea is the repository of the 


Koran. eu per part of the- walls is de- 
faced by mlvetall e little squares of red, white, 
and blue paint. The tesselated mosaic with 
which the concave above the windows, and 
the dome are encrusted, and specimens of 
which, taken from the ceiling of an adjoining 
oratory, are sold to rs, is not visible 
to those — in the body of the mosque. 
It is composed of very minute squares, formed 
of some vitreous substance, gilded and tinged 


-with paint. The upper part of the walls is 


heavy and dark, and the vault scarcely rises 
into an arch, but shews, indeed, an inward de- 


‘pression from the summit towards the centre 


of the cupola. With a diametar of one hun- 
dred and fifteen feet, it is only eighteen in 
depth, and not more than one hundred and 
eighty from the pavement. The closing of the 
anbies of the upper Gynaikonition, or female 
gallery, where there is now only a‘railed 1 

large enough to enable the servants of the 
mosque to walk round ‘and light the lamps, 
has contributed to the heavy darkness of the 
dome. My general impression was, that the 
skill of the one hundred architects, the labour 
of the ten thousand workmen, and the wealth 
of an empire, hiad raised a stupendous monu- 
ment of the heavy mediocrity which distin- 
guished the productions of the sixth century 
from the perfect specimens of a — age 
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